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NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 


Received up to 23rd December, 1880. 


POLITICAL. 
The Mitra Vilds (Lahore) of the 20th December says that 
the Government has already evacu- 
ated all Afghan territory as far as 
the Khyber, and has also decided to leave Kandahar. But 
the question is to whom shonld Kandahar be made over. 
Abdul Rahman, who has not yet been able to restore order 
in Kabul, will hardly be able to manage the affairs of Kan- 
dahar. The en- Wali Sher Ali has voluntarily retired. The 
surrender of the province to Ayub. Khan, who destroyed 


General Burrows’ brigade, is simply out of the question. Its 
retention would. entail an annual expenditure of two and a 


Kandahar. 


half millions sterling. Under these circumstances, in our 


opinion, the best policy would be to release Yakub_ 1 and 
place him on the throne of Kandahar. 
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wonld always be in anxiety about its security. We should 
muke over the province to Abdul Rahman on some adequate 
conditions. We should, however, keep it in our pl ossession until 
he has firmly established his authority at Kabul. He is 
afraid that if he takes it at present, he may not be able to 
hold it against Ayub Khan. His apprebension is not unfound- 
ed. The editor considers the construction of the Kandahar 


Railway to be quite useless, and urges that no more money 
should be spent on it. | 


The Shola-i-Tér (Cawnpore) of the 14th December 
(received on the 17th idem), referring 
to the Irish riots, remarks that the 
Irish are a lawless people and frequently commit riots. It is 
to be regretted that the Government has not hitherto adopted 
any severe measures to check their lawlessness. After the 
mutiny of 1857 the Government very severely punished the 
rebels and disarmed the whole population of India. Since 
then no native ever dreams of rebelling against the Govern- 
ment. Ifthe same policy were adopted in Ireland, the Irish 
would soon be brought to their senses. The Government has 
hitherto refrained from dealing with the Irish with severity 
through fear of the European Powers. H owever, we hope that 
this time the Government. will undoubtedly endeavour to 
disarm the Irish as soon as peace and order are restored 
in that island. If they are as stubborn and united as 
the Afghans, the disarmament will be carried out with 
difficulty. Hitherto some persons were under the impres- 
sion that the cause of the rebellion of the Turkish provinces 
was the maladministration and weakness of the Porte, But 
the Irish disturbances have clearly proved that the rebellion 
of a lawless people has nothing to do with the weakness 
or misrule of a Government. The rebellious subjects of the 
Porte are encouraged and assisted by the other Powers, but 

fortunately there is no Power to encourage the Irish. How- 


ever, the frequent outbreak of disorder is dangerous, and 


The Irish riots. 
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consequently some effectual measures should be adopted to 
prevent the recurrence of such untoward riots. 


The Funjabi Akhbdr (Lahore) of the 11th December (re- Circulation, 
Turkey and the Euro. ceived on the 21st idem) quotes the — 
pean powers. lowing extract from the Civil and Mili- 
tary Gazette :—It would be a good lesson to Greece, which 
has disregarded the friendly advice of all European Powers, 
if she were left to shift for herself, and no power would assist 
her if she declared war against Turkey. She would then 
perceive the wisdom of not disturbing sleeping hornets and 
would regret her folly. When she cannot administer her own 
affairs properly, how can she obtain a victory over another 
Power? 


The Panjdbt Akhbdr.remarks: This opinion of our con- 
temporary is undoubtedly a just and impartial one. Perhaps 
it never said such a good thing before. But we are afraid 
that this proposal will never find favour with the European 
Powers. They will render aid to Greece and call it justice. 
We would call it justice if Greece were a Muhammadan Power 
and they assisted her. Our contemporary confesses that the 
administration of Greece is not good, but still no one takes 
her to task. But in the case of Turkey, the European Powers 
always make a mountain of a molehill and interfere on the 
smallest pretexts. A telegram has lately been received from 
London to the effect that the naval demonstration against Tur- 
key will continue until the Berlin Treaty has been. ‘wholly 
execated by her. This is a strange justice, and the wonder 
is that the Power which calls itself her friend is at the bottom 


of the whole affair. 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Mitra Vilds (Lahore) of the 20th December states 
| that Prince Chandra Singh of Chota 
The Coe oe ae pur, who was hitherto under sur- 


veillance, has been released and allowed to return to his home. 
This is as it should be. It was a mistake for the Government 
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7 to interfere in the case. The charge of homicide has not 


been proved. Even if he had been proved guilty, he should 
not have been punished. When even an ordinary man can- 
not tolerate such misconduct on the part of his wife, how can 
a Rajput prince do so? Only the other day a Path4n killed 
his erring wife and three other women in Lahore. If Chan- 
dra Singh killed his unfaithful wife, he acted in accordance 
with the Hindu law. It appears from the Bombay Gasette 
that Mr. Birdwood, who was appointed to enquire into the 
case, has displayed enmity towards the prince in his report. 
It is a matter of great satisfaction that the prince has been 
acquitted. If the Government had unwisely inflicted the 
smallest punishment upon him, it would have incurred popular 
odium, and bad women. would have been encouraged. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 

Mitra Vilds (Lahore) of the 20th December states that 
The appointment of na- Lord William Bentinck, who ‘was 
8838 1 appointed Governor-General of India 
Governors. | in 1827 and who put a stop to satti, 
was of opinion that as the Governor-General and the 
Provincial Governors and Lieutenant Governors were not well 
acquainted with the customs and manners of the natives, each 
of them should have a native Private Secretary, in order that 
no mistake should be committed by Government through 
ignorance. But this excellent scheme could not then be 
carried out as well-educated natives were not available. But 
now there is no lack of competent men, and we concur with 
the Hindu of Madras in thinking that it should now be 


carried out. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 14th December (re- 
Commissions appointed ceived on the 17th idem) complains 
by courts to enquire into that those men who are “appointed 


— arbitrators and commissioners to make 
local enquiries into cases by courts in Lahore and other. dis- 
tricts are generally ignorant and unprincipled men. 
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The Panjdbt Akhbdér (Lahore) of the 18th December, in 
regard to the question of the retention 
or otherwise of the Press Commis- 
sioner's office, remarks that as a great deal of news had to 
be communicated to the press in time of war, it was. deemed 
expedient to appoint a special officer for the purpose. Now 
that the war has ended and the work has been considerably 
-reduced, there is no necessity for retaining the Press Com- 
missioner’s office, which entails a large annual expenditure. 
In future the Secretaries to Governments should supply 
official information to editors as they formerly did. For 
some time past the: Press Commissioner has had to send no 
other news than that relating to the illness of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy. He has no connection with the Press 
Act, as is supposed by some persons. 


The Vritta Dhdérd (published in Marathi at Dhär) of the 
13th December (received on the J 9th 
idem) states that it was formerly 
declared by some Englishmen that England would make 
over the government of India to the natives when they 
became capable of managing their own offairs. Another 
Englishman has lately declared that India is a burden upon 
England. It is all very well to talk of retirement, but it is 
simply impossible that Englishmen should ever voluntarily 
retire from such a rich country. Even if they ever intend 
to do so, the natives will insist on their remaining here. 
We are inclined to think that the man who has made the 
curious statement that India isa barden upon England is 
hardly in earnest. His object is probably to make himeelf 
notorious. Every one knows what benefits England derives 
from this country, India provides employment for ‘ thou- 
sands of Englishmen and Indian trade has earjoned wn 


English merchants. 
The Saftr-t-Hind (Amritsar) of the 20th Movpsiber de. Gi 


His Excellency the Vice ceived on the 23rd Decer ber) says 00 8 
Troy's Darbar address.. that Lord Ripon belongs to the Li et 
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party, who are professed friends of the people. He has given 
a donation of Rs. 1,000 to the Aligarh Muhammadan College, 
and promised to give a yearly subscription of Rs. 500 as long 
as he remains in India. One day, when the Nawab of Khairpur 
was driving him in his carriage, he left his seat and sat with 
the Nawab on the coach-box. In the same way he behaved 
towards the Nawab of Bahawalpur. These things clearly 
show that he is a good-natured and liberal-minded man. 
However, it remains to be seen what he does during his tenure 
of office to promote the welfare of the people. His darbar 
speech deserves consideration. (1) His Lordship observed 
that the prosperity of India depended upon agriculture. This 
is quite true, and even a child knows it. But mere saying is 
not enough. He shculd have made some arrangements for 
the improvement of agriculture in honour of the occasion. 
(2) He said that the great object of high education in the 
Panjab would be always kept in view. We are unfortunately 
very doubtful in this matter. The only way in which he 
will be able to fulfil his promise is by adopting the educa- 
tional policy set forth by the Indian Association of Lahore 
in its memorial. (3) He eulogised the native chiefs, tlie 
native troops, and the people for the -loyalty displayed 
by them in the late Kabul war. But were these empty praises 
a sufficient reward for their loyalty ? (4) The solieitude ex- 
pressed by Lord Ripon for the welfare of the people in native 
states reflects great credit upon him. But the British Go- 
vernment should first place its native subjects upon a footing 
of equality with Englishmen; then it may reasonably expect 
the native chiefs to bestow the sa me rights and privileges upon 
their subjects as its own subjects enjoy. (5) His Excellency 
the Viceroy congratulated the people of the Panjab. on the 
advantages they have enjoyed under British rule. There is 
no doubt that they enjoy greater advantages under the British 
Government. than they did under native rule, but the same 
rights and privileges have not yet been accorded to them 
which Englishmen possess. An ordinary European officer 
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does not treat even an independent native chief with the same 
respect as an English peer does an ordinary Englishman or- the 
Commander-in-Chief a European soldier. The way in which 
the Europeans generally treat the natives at present is far 
from satisfactory, but in the good old days of the East India 
Company the European officials were good examples of English 
gentry, and even now there are some honourable exceptions 
to the rule. (6) At the end of his speech Lord Ripon highly 
praised Lord Lawrence and even promised to follow in his 
footsteps. Although we did not approve of one or tw» things 
which be did, he was undoubtedly a statesman of whom England 
might be justly proud. Let Lord Ripon, who means to walk 
in his footsteps, begin by following his’ educational policy. 
He remarked in his speech delivered at the Lahore darbar, 
held in 186, that as it was incumbent upon the rulers ta make 
themselves acquainted with the language and sentiments of 
the people, it was the duty of the people to make themselves 
acquainted with the language and sentiments of the rulers, 
and that they should give education both to their sons and 
daughters. Here is the Lahore University College, which is 


mainly supported by private subscription, but which instead of 


giving usa high English edacation and making us acquainted 
with the language and sentiments of the rulers, teaches us 
old and rotten Oriental literature and science, which are not 
at all calculated to promote our welfare. Strong efforts are 
being made on its behalf to secure from Government: the, 
power of conferring degrees. But this power should not be 
bestowed upon it unless it . its Ne. 


The Aligarh Tistitute Gazette of the 18th 8 pub- 
The revival of Oriental lishes a rejoinder to the article of the 
2 .. + Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 10th idem 
about the Panjab University. The Aligarh Gasette says that 
the object which that University has in view is no new thing. 
It was attempted long ago, and, having turned out. to be 
useless, was abandoned. The eduentional policy of ‘the 
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Hon’ble East India Company until the time of Lord Macan- 
lay was the introdaction of Western literature and science 
through the medium of the vernacular. <A society was esta- 


blished at Calcutta, which translated many English books 


into the vernacular, but these translations are now never 
heard of. The Delhi College next turned its attention to the 


publication of vernacular translations and spent a great deal 


of money upon it, but in vain. The Ali garh Scientific Society 
was founded for this special object, but its efforts were 


attended with no better success. The vernacular books 


which have been published by the Directors of Public 


Instruction in Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, and the 


Panjab, and by the “Lahore College, are used as text- books 
only in Government schools, but they are not at all appreciated 
by the public. This state of things cau only be ascribed to the 
fact that there are no educated men who can appreciate them. 


We may reasonably infer from this that the publication of ver- 


nacular translations has not succeeded in spreading educa- 
tion extensively among the natives. The study of Oriental 
literature and science, and even the study of Western science 
through the medium of the vernacular, cannot make us 
educated men in the true sense of the word. The strongest 
argument that hus been urged in ‘favour of the encouragement 
of Oriental learning is that no nation has ever risen to great- 
ness without improving its own literature and science. True, 
every nation in Europe has attained to greatness by the 
improvement of its own literature and science, but our case 
is quite different from that of the European nations. There 
is national rule in every country in Europe, but we are sub- 
ject to a foreign nation whose language is different from ours. 
We never heard of any nation, subject to another nation, 
acquiring honour, wealth, and power by the cultivation of its 


own language and literature. The Scotch and thé Irish 


receive an English education, and never think of improving 
their own languages. When the Musalmans conquere 


India, only those Hindus were admitted to & share in the 8 


( 851 ) 


administration of the country who studied the literature and 
science of the conquerors. It would be as absurd for the 
natives to expect to improve their condition by the revival of 
Oriental science as for the aborigines of America by the im- 
provement of their science, whatever that science may be. Na- 
tional progress and national greatness are as it were two sisters. 
When one nation has been reduced to subjection by another 
nation, the only way in which the former can gratify its ambi- 
tion is by acquiring a knowledge of the language and science 
of the latter and adopting its social customs andmanners as far 
as possible, The natives are at present no better than slaves, - 
This is not the fault of Englishmen, but our own. They can- 
not meet us on a footing of equality until we raise ourselves 
to their level. The revival of Oriental literature and science 
is calculated to check rather than further our progress. The 
secret object of the advocates of the Oriental system is that we 
should always remain in our present state of slavery. All the 
learned professions are opeu to the natives. They are eligible 
for the competitive Civil Service examinations, for the High 
Court Judgeship, and for the Membership of Viceroy’s Legis- 
lative Council. We can qualify ourselves for these posts only 
by acquiring an English education. We should freely travel 
by sea and by land and carry on ‘trade with foreigu countries 
like the Europeans. Will the stady of Oriental languages and 
the revivial of our old civilization make us capable of doing 
so? The editor then quotes some extracts from the speech 
delivered by Sir Alexander Arbuthnot at the late Convocation 
of the Calcutta University, in which he stated that the educa- 
tional policy which ‘has done so much good to the ‘natives 
was not adopted without a strong controversy between (to 
speak briefly) the Orientalists and the Ocoidentalista. He 


that it was sometimes déclared that high education, as it 
was given in our schools and culleges, fostered political 
discontent, but that he did not share this belief, On the 
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education of the natives, the more they would be ‘able to 
appreciate British rule. Hence it is evident that the encour- 
agement of Oriental studies which would prevent: the spread 
of English education would not be conducive to our welfare. 
True, some educated natives have sometimes very severely 
and unjustly criticised the acts of the Government, but we are 
assured, and we also assure the Government, that these very 
critics are its best friends. It does not behove the Government 
to check high education through fear of this criticism. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhdé (Benares) af the 13th December 
Lord Ripon and the (Teceived on the 17th idem) publishes 
natives. | a long communicated article, in which 
the writer states that the natives were jubilant over the vic- 
tory of the Liberals and the advent of Lord Rijon in India. 
They expected great good from the new Government, but 
unfortunately they have been disappointed. None of theie 
grievances has yet been redressed. It is to be regretted that 
the Government only patronises its own countrymen and 
hates the niggers” and does nothing to improve their 
condition. When this is the case, apparently the natives 
cannot be happy and contented. When Lord Ripon departed 
from Eugland, he intended first to bring the unjust 
Kabul war to a rapid conclusion and then to turn his attention 
to the internal affairs of tha country. Six months have 
already elapsed since his arrival, but the war has not yet 
come to an end. It be passes his time in this way, what. 


good can we expect from him? We earnestly exhort him 
not to lose time, and to do for us all he can. 


RAILWAY. 


The Shola-i- Tur (Cawnpore) of the ist December states 
The Ona and Rohil- that formerly, when the trains from 
xg Cawnpore, Fyzabad, and Bareilly arrir- 

ed at Lucknow, the return trains started from Lucknow after 1 
a short interval. This arrangement was a’ very good one; ina 
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much as no passenger was detained at Lucknow for the night. 
But since the Ist of July last some changes have been made in 
regard to the arrivals and departures of trains from Lucknow. 
The evil result of these changes is that the train from Cawnpore 
arrives at Lucknow in the morning ‘after the train for Fvza- 
bad has left that station, and consequently the Cawnpore pass- 
engers who have to go to Fyzabad or Bahramghat have to 
stay at Lucknow at least for the whole day and resume their 
journey by the night train. Those who have to go to Bah- 
ramghat are again detained for one night at Nawabganj. 
Some men who have urgent business at Bahramghat do not 
wait for the departure of next train, but go to Bahramghat 
by an ekka, although they are put to greater expense in this 
way. Bahramghat is a large timber market, and consequent- 


ly many traders from Cawnpore and other places have fre · 


quently to go there. In order to remove the inconvenience 
to which they are exposed at present, the Railway authorities 
should revert to the former arrangement. | 


‘LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 13th December 
„ (received on the 17th idem) briefly 
scarcity of water, Am- describes the proceedings of the meet- 
—— ing which was held at Amraoti on the 
9th idem, under the auspices of the tahsildar, to consider the 
expedience of introducing the Vaccination Act into the town 
and to adopt measures for the construction of new wells to meet 


the impending scarcity of water. All the nobility and 
gentry of the town attended the meeting, and Shri Krishna 


Narhar, Extra Assistant Commissioner, was in the chair. 
In regard to the question of the introduction of the Vaccina- 
tion Act, it was unanimously resolved that vaccination was 
already generally appreciated by all classes, and that therefore 
there was no necessity for the introduction of that Act. As re- 
gards the scarcity of water, it was decided that new wells should 
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be stink and that private subscripfions should be raised for 
the purpose, as the municipal committee could not afford 
to bear the cost. The editor remarks that it is the duty of 
the committee to make arrangements for the supply of water. 
If it has no money, it should borrow. The fands raised by 
subscription will not be adequate, and delay is dangerous. 
The committee should at once set about the work. If any 
well-to-do person voluntarily offers any a it may 
be accepted. 


(Many vernacular papers have expressed regret at 
Lord Ripon’s illness, and pray that he may soon recover.) 
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